


 



 

 

 

Progression through genres expectations 

 Fiction Non-Fiction 

EYFS Children will be able to write sentences that can be read back by themselves and others. They 
may begin to form short narratives of linked sentences. They will create simple noun phrases 
and may sometimes use adjectives to modify these.  

Children will be able to label pictures. They will write simple factual sentences. They will be able to write 
their own name so it can be read by others.  

Year 1 Children will be able to sequence sentences to form short narratives, using traditional tales and 
stories they know well as the basis for their own writing. They will begin to punctuate their 
sentences using capital letters and full stops accurately as well as question and exclamation 
marks. They will compose sentences orally and begin to join clauses using the word ‘and’. 

Children will begin to look at different non-fiction genres to inspire their own writing including letters, 
fact-files and invitations. They will caption pictures and write factual sentences demarcated with a capital 
letter and full stop.   

Year 2 Children will begin to plan their writing, using stories that they have heard/read as inspiration 
and drawing on common features of familiar texts. Children will write different genres of fiction 
stepping away from traditional tales. They will articulate what they want to write before the 
begin writing and more accurately form a story orally, sentence by sentence. They will describe 
characters and settings using expanded noun phrases. Their stories will be written in a 
consistent tense (present or past). Their sentence structure will be more varied using 
subordinating and coordinating conjunctions. During and after writing, children will proof-read 
to check for errors in spelling, grammar, vocabulary and punctuation and will edit using purple 
pen.  

Children will begin to recognise different ways that we can structure a piece of writing for a particular 
purpose and key features of particular non-fiction genres. They will have an increased understanding of 
standard English and how this is needed when writing for a particular purpose. They will include a range of 
sentence types in their writing including questions, statements, exclamations and commands, choosing 
the appropriate type for the style of writing e.g. commands in instructional texts.  

Year 3 and 4
  

Children will form longer, more complex narratives which are clearly separated into paragraphs 
linked by topic or theme. They will discuss writing similar to that which they are planning and 
will learn from its structure grammar and punctuation using these in their own writing. Children 
will use a more varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures. They 
will be able to develop a clear setting, range of characters and plot. They will assess the 
effectiveness of their own and others writing using purple pen to propose changes to grammar 
and vocabulary to improve consistency. They will have an increasing impact on the effect that 
their writing has on the reader. They will continue to write in a range of genres demonstrating 
how vocabulary changes depending on the theme.  

Children will be comfortable writing using different layouts for different purposes. They will be using 
organisational devices to structure their writing with a developing understanding of the impact on the 
reader. They will use headings and sub-headings as ways to organise information on a page and may begin 
to use devices such as bullet points or fact-boxes to help engage the reader. Children will write in more 
complex non-fiction styles such as blog entries and newspaper reports.  

Year 5 and 6 Children will be defining their own writing style and will use the grammatical and compositional 
elements learnt in previous year groups with increasing confidence and flair and with an 
awareness of the impact on the reader. They will independently plan their own narratives, 
identifying key plot points so that their fiction writing is cohesive and well-thought out. They 
will be able to identify the atmosphere of their writing and intentionally use this to affect the 
reader. They will use dialogue in more sophisticated ways such as conveying character moods 
and personalities and advancing the action. To demonstrate their intended effect on the reader 
they will be able to perform their own compositions using appropriate intonation, volume and 
movement so that meaning is clear. Children will be able to use a range of punctuation from all 
year group curriculums in order to demarcate their sentences and avoid ambiguity.  

In their non-fiction writing, children will be able to write in a range of styles and adapt their layout and 
structure to suit particular audiences. They will choose the best layout device for the information being 
presented including: headings, subheadings, columns, bullet points and tables. They will choose their 
language carefully with a knowledge of how their vocabulary choice suits their identified audience. 
Children will be able to identify and choose more formal language when writing certain non-fiction styles 
and choose sentences in order to inform, engage and persuade the reader.  

 


